
A gift from the Lilly Endowment
—coaching to use the full Series in your church

We think in terms of nice little programs, not bold 
transformation.  God may want more from us!  Research with 
churches in nine denominations shows that all-congregational 
saturation with the Unbinding Series can help Christ’s Spirit 
transform lives and churches. 

Contact us to form a group of churches to participate  
in this grant project (www.GraceNet.info).

Faith sharing based on faith,  
on relationships, on prayer…

“…the ‘don’t ask, don’t tell’ evangelism program will not 
reverse the trend. Humor, whimsy and joy in the faith will 
serve us better. Reese’s book is written to provoke, to tease 
and to charm us back into telling our story.”  
■ THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY

“… you can’t just let this be another book you read. You need 
to let Reese’s message affect you, and your faith community, 
and through you, other  people.” ■ BRIAN MCLAREN, 
UNBINDING THE GOSPEL AFTERWORD

“I expect the Unbinding Series to move at least 20,000 
churches into their first invitational foray into the community 
in anyone’s memory.” ■ GEORGE G. HUNTER, III, DISTINGUISHED 
PROFESSOR OF EVANGELISM & CHURCH GROWTH, ASBURY 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

“Unbinding the Gospel is the rarest of gifts…a power pack! 
Reese does the extraordinary…It’s realistic, clear and direct, 
but also hopeful, humble and genuinely spiritual.”  
■ TODD HUNTER, NATIONAL DIRECTOR, ALPHA USA; FORMER 
DIRECTOR, VINEYARD CHURCHES USA

“Martha Grace Reese gently but persistently lures the 
Mainline back to the ministry of evangelism that is the heart 
of the church....the Unbinding the Gospel Series can convert 
even the most ‘evangelism-cautious’ Christians into eager 
disciples who love others enough to tell them why Jesus is the 
Answer.” ■ JOHN H. THOMAS, GENERAL MINISTER AND PRESIDENT, 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

“…with clarity and sound theological grounding, we are 
invited into a grand  adventure…a watershed book for 
mainline Protestantism.” ■ ALBAN INSTITUTE,  
CONGREGATIONS MAGAZINE
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Our staff is changing. We’ve always worked  
together efficiently and peaceably. As we  
study Unbinding the Gospel, we’re changing  
from an organization into a spiritual organism.
 PRESBYTERIAN PASTOR 

We did the all-church study (the ‘E-vent’) and 
evaluated its effect. 90% of the people who 
participated in the study felt closer to Jesus, 70% 
said they felt even closer to each other, and 90% 
said that they are better prepared to share their  
faith outside the church. We are seeing the effects  
of our Unbinding study in our spiritual lives, in 
worship, in board meetings—all over the church.  

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST PASTOR 

Unbinding the Gospel is like crabgrass! Prayer,  
faith sharing and creativity are sprouting up  
all over this church. The grumps can’t kill it.

The Unbinding Series is not as much about 
evangelism as it is about unfreezing icy hearts.  
The real focus is to invite people to try God again 
for the first time. When their hearts begin to thaw 
through the practice of the spiritual exercises,  
they are opened to God and others in ways they  
had never imagined possible. The serendipitous  
result is the inclusion of new people into the faith. 

UNITED METHODIST PASTOR 

“
”

Change habits,  
not just minds!  

 THE Unbinding the  
  Gospel Series…

www.GraceNet.info

NEW 2nd edition of Unbinding the Gospel  
with ALL-NEW 40-day personal prayer journal



Martha Grace Reese 
embodies the experience of a 
researcher, corporate attorney, 
congregational pastor, middle 
judicatory minister and consultant. 
She directed the only major study 
of evangelism in mainline churches, 
funded by the Lilly Endowment. The 
Unbinding Series is grounded in four 
years of research and more than 
1,200 interviews.

SUPPORT for STEPS 1 & 2 
Pastor’s & Leaders’ Guide
Unbinding Your Church

STEP 1—Church Leaders’ Study
Unbinding the Gospel  

Start with Unbinding the Gospel. Try one small group study with key leaders. 
Then move on to more small-group studies of Gospel with your church leaders and 
teachers (20% of your worship attendance). 

■ Pastor – the intro and chapters 1 & 4 of Unbinding Your Church will help you 
lead your Gospel studies effectively 

■ Study Gospel in small groups over eight sessions 

■ Do the exercises at the end of the chapters

■ Start 40-day personal prayer journals after discussing chapter 3

If Gospel helps, keep going!

STEP 2—All-Church Saturation Study
Unbinding Your Heart
Unbinding Your Heart is a six-week version of Unbinding the Gospel. It includes a different 
individual prayer journal. Real changes start in churches that bring the “unbinding” experience 
to every person from the junior high group through the most senior seniors. Churches that build 
to a six-week study of Heart with 100% of their worship attendance change!

Each week, for 40 days, people will:

■ Pray each day’s scripture and prayer exercise

■ Study a chapter with their small group 

■ Worship together with sermon, music & prayers centered on the week’s chapter

Your whole church will start to pray, to talk about their faith, and to risk sharing their faith 
beyond church walls if you prepare well and give the Spirit room to maneuver.

Note: Order individual copies of Gospel and Heart for each person participating in the study.  
They each contain a personal prayer journal. Our research has shown much more powerful  
results if each person has a book in which to keep notes and to journal.

Best-selling Unbinding Series!

UNBINDING  

Martha Grace Reese
    WITH Dawn Darwin Weaks  

your
CHURCH

AND Catherine Riddle Caffey

Pastor’s & Leaders’ Guide
Unbinding the Gospel Series

FOREWORD BY 
       George G. Hunter, III

WITH AFTERWORD BY 

40 Days of  
Prayer &  

Faith Sharing

Martha Grace Reese

UNBINDING  
your

HEART

All-Church Study & 
Personal Prayer Journal
Unbinding the Gospel Series

AFTERWORD BY Brian McLaren
FOREWORD BY George G. Hunter, III

Want to participate in a  
Lilly Endowment project to coach 
you through the Unbinding Series? 

See www.GraceNet.info 

978-08272-38084 

978-08272-38053

UNBINDING  
the 

 GOSPEL

Real Life  
 Evangelism

Martha Grace Reese
WITH AFTERWORD BY Brian McLaren

Church Leaders’ Study
Unbinding the Gospel Series

2nd edition
Now with a 40-day 

prayer journal!

Transforming thousands  
of congregations –  
Yours could be next! 

You have asked for more.   
Here’s what’s new:
■ A second edition of Unbinding the Gospel now 

includes an all new, 40-day, personal prayer journal.

■  Two more books expand Unbinding the Gospel (red 
ribbon) into a yearlong, intensive faith and faith-
sharing experience for your whole church. Unbinding 
Your Heart (purple ribbon) and Unbinding Your 
Church (green ribbon) will help your whole 
congregation pray, talk about their faith, and want to 
share their faith beyond church walls. 

Churches’ enthusiasm has catapulted Unbinding the Gospel 
to be one of the top-selling religious books in the U.S. Eight 
heads of denominations, professors of evangelism, and 
countless church leaders enthusiastically endorse it. 

978-08272-38060 

Pastors: read Unbinding Your Church before you lead 
your first study of Unbinding the Gospel with your church 
leadership. It explains our research-tested process. Unbinding 
Your Church will help you maximize results!

Unbinding Your Church offers:

■ Step-by-step planning tools: “Best methods” for 
pastors, church staff, organizers, small group leaders, 
prayer group leaders, and leaders of children and 
youth. Calendars, checklists, rosters, forms, impact 
diagrams, invitations, Web site and e-mail ideas 
will help you organize the E-vent, establish an 
intercessory prayer group, recruit small group leaders, 
form new groups and help existing groups commit to 
the all-congregation study.

■ Worship resources: Seven engaging, theologically 
rich, inspiring sermons you can adapt or adopt; short 
Bible teaching on texts; children’s activities, prayers 
and complete coordinated music plans from four 
stellar and diverse church musicians.

NEW  
2nd edition with 
40-day personal 
prayer journal


