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Knowing is not enough; we must apply. Willing is not 
enough; we must do. Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 
 

Sharing the Good News. 
David Turner - Pastor  
 
If there is one question that comes up in the minds of many 
Disciples of Christ members with the topic of evangelism, it is 
this: If we tell others “our way” (through Jesus) is the “right 
way,” doesn’t that send the message to the rest of the world 
that “their way” (other religions) are “wrong?”   
 
First of all, if that is a concern for you, let me commend you 
for having a very Christ-like attitude toward other people and 
the things that matter most deeply to them.  If you are not 
sensitive to the thoughts and feelings of others, then that 
pretty much negates the message of the Gospel anyway.  To 
approach a person of another faith with a message of 
criticism or judgment is more akin to violence than 
evangelism.  If there is one thing we learn from the life and 
ministry of Jesus, it is that all his relationships and 
encounters with “others” were motivated and filled with love.  
In fact, the only ones for whom Jesus expressed anything 
approaching judgment or anger were those who were 
intolerant of others and their beliefs.  Remember, it was the 
Pharisees (who were so sure of their own “rightness”) that 
battled Jesus throughout his ministry and ultimately 
orchestrated his arrest and crucifixion.  To stand AGAINST 
judgment and intolerance of others (of any faith or no faith) is 
to stand WITH Jesus.   
 
Evangelism, then, is not about coercing or overpowering 
others.  It is not about arguing or debating our supposed 
religious opponents into the “truth.”  Once again, when it 
comes to engaging others, we take our cues from Jesus 
himself.    He approached sinners of all stripes with a love so 
genuine and so transparent that others were drawn into that 
love and ultimately transformed by it.  The early church didn’t  
 

 

grow because the first disciples were angrily shouting 
down everyone else.  Rather, they grew in number 
because people saw “the way they loved each other” 
and wanted to be a part of that.  People who had never 
experienced love or acceptance before were embraced 
and loved into wholeness in a community that reflected 
the Spirit of Jesus in very concrete ways.   

 
Of course, the Church hasn’t always been faithful to 
Jesus’ style of sharing the Good News.  There have 
been times in history when evangelism was more 
about coercion and violence than anything resembling 
love.  The crusades and the inquisitions are just a few 
examples of a defiant and unfaithful Church going its 
own way instead of in “the Way.”   Even now, there are 

Christians who seem to prefer to shout curses and threats 
at others than dare to engage them in love.   
 
There is no shortage of Christians that would rather 
doom “non-believers” to hell than to actually learn 
about who they really are – what is really important to 
them – and what in their lives is broken which only God 
can fix. continued next page   
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Martha Grace Reese describes a Christian as “a powerful individual on a powerful team.  It’s a life with no posturing, no 
pretending.”  It is also a life with no fear.  Do we believe Jesus is the fullest expression of God and that he came in the 
“fullness of time” to reveal God to all people?  Do we believe that Jesus is the answer to the violence and evil that fills 
our world (and often our own hearts)?  Do we believe we have a message everyone in the world needs to hear?  
Absolutely.  But we are also guided by the love of Christ – which is not only the heart of our message –but also our 
modus operandi.  In other words, love is WHO we are and HOW we work.   
 
So, back to the original (and difficult…) question:  Does committing to evangelism mean we are in some way telling 
people of other faiths they are wrong?  Oddly enough, the question itself seems to be very un-Christ-like to me.  Jesus 
always looked for ways to connect to people – and ANY kind of faith in God (or gods) is a place to start.  The Apostle 
Paul, in his visit to Athens, saw all of the temples dedicated to pagan gods, but instead of condemning the Athenians – 
he commended them:  “I see how religious you are in every way!”   
 
Indeed, I have found it easier to talk about my faith in Jesus with people committed to other religions than to non-
believers of any tradition.   At least we have something in common!  We have a place to start.  So, don’t be afraid that 
making the positive statement of “I believe Jesus is the Savior of the World” is somehow an act of violence toward 
others who might have a different religious heritage.  It can be, in fact, the beginning of a loving and genuine 
conversation.  It need have no other agenda than love.  Indeed, if there is any “saving” or “transforming” to be done – 
that is in God’s job description.  Our job is simply to be loving witnesses.  That’s all. 
 
When Paul was in Athens, once he had complimented the people on their religious devotion and faith, he went on.  He 
said, “I noticed as I was passing by all of your beautiful temples that you have one dedicated to an ‘unknown god.’  
Well, let me tell you about Him, because He is no longer unknown…” 
�

Making the Most of Your Small Group 
Melissa Moody – Small Group Coordinator  
Those of you participating in the UYH study have met with your 
group at least once by now. There are 10-12 of you in your 
group, and perhaps you are not sure what to do next....and, if 
you are like a lot of folks, you might be wondering "What 
should I say?" "Am I talking too much?" "Am I not talking 
enough?" and "Who are all these people anyway?" 
  
Being a part of a small group can be a little intimidating, 
especially for those who are normally reserved or quiet. But, if 
you will embrace the group, you can learn so much more not 
only about other members of the group, but about yourself as 
well. You might be thinking, "How do I do that?" Here are a few 
suggestions: 
 
1.  Talk. If possible, arrive a few minutes early and chat with 
other early-arrivers. Or, talk to them before church or during the 
fellowship time following. The more you get to know the people 
in your group, outside of your group, the more comfortable you 
will feel in the group. 
 

2.  Share. During your group's discussions, share your 
experiences. I'm not asking you to share anything that 
you are not comfortable sharing -- but do find some 
story, experience or anecdote that relates to the topic at 
hand. The best thing about the small groups is there is 
an expectation of confidentiality: anything said in your 
group discussion will not be shared outside of the group.  
  
3.  Pray. We all have daily prayer exercises during this 
6-week journey. Use some of this time to ask God to 
help you open up more in your group. He will guide you 
and give you the strength to speak up more. 
 
Remember - you will get as much out of your group as 
you put into it. Personally, I have already gotten so much 
enrichment from both my Wednesday night and Sunday 
morning groups than I can possibly put into words. It has 
been a true pleasure to see that (a) there are other 
people feeling the same way I'm feeling and (b) they are 
willing to share that with others so we can all learn and 
grow. 
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Ways to Pray – Part 3 
Larry Merkle – Prayer Team Coordinator  
�
When you were a child, you may have learned to pray by 
kneeling beside your bed, placing your palms together in front of 
your chest, bowing your head, closing your eyes, and reciting, 
"Now I lay me down to sleep, I pray the Lord my soul to keep. 
 Should I die before I wake, I pray the Lord my soul to take."  Or 
perhaps you were responsible for saying grace at the dinner 
table:  "God is great, God is good.  Let us thank him for our food. 
 By his hands, we all are fed, give us Lord our daily bread." 
 Somewhere along the line, though, you may have realized that 
you're no longer a child, and decided that you needed to give up 
your childish ways of praying.  If so, your idea of what you ought 
to be doing may be more along these lines:  find a chair in which 
you can sit in a relaxed upright position, place your palms 
together about four inches in front of your chest, close your eyes, 
take a few deep breaths, spend 30 minutes in deep conversation 
with God, and sign off with "Amen."   
 
Time for another confession and this one is in the category of 
deep, dark secrets.  I think I can count on my fingers and maybe 
a couple of toes the number of times that I have succeeded in 
praying this way, and that includes several times that the 
"comfortable chair" was an outcropping of rock overlooking an 
amazing landscape.  I just can't pray that way on any kind of a 
regular basis.  Unfortunately, for a lot of us, sitting still for 10 
minutes is an insurmountable challenge, to say nothing of 
coming up with 30 minutes worth of meaningful non-repetitious 
conscious thoughts to share with God.  However, the news is not 
all bad.  For starters, if you are participating in our 40-day study 
of Unbinding Your Heart by Martha Grace Reese, you already 
have in your possession an invaluable resource to provide 
alternatives to the "standard" prayer technique.  Many such 
alternatives are included in the 40 days of devotional exercises.   
 
Another resource is Prayer for People Who Can't Sit Still, by 
William Tenny-Brittian.  Until I discovered this book, I was under 
the mistaken impression that unless I was motionless, my 
prayers were somehow invalid.  Since I couldn't do that, I thought 
I wasn't trying hard enough.  Sometimes I even thought that it 
meant I wasn't really a Christian.  That changed when I glanced 
at the table of contents of Tenny-Brittian's book, and since I can't 
reproduce the whole book here, I'll give you a whirlwind tour. 
 Chapter 1 discusses "The Joy of Journaling," which Margaret 
Lyon wrote about a few weeks ago, and which I personally find 
to be one of the most meaningful forms of prayer.  There are 
 

many variations, but it typically involves choosing a 
passage of scripture and reflecting on it in a journal. 
 Chapter 2 talks about dance as a form of prayer and 
Chapter 3 covers "Action Prayer."  Praying while walking a 
"labyrinth" is one of the oldest known forms of prayer and 
is the subject of Chapter 4.  In case you would like to try 
this technique, Westminster Presbyterian Church has a 
labyrinth open to the public from noon to 7 pm the first 
Tuesday of each month.  Chapter 5 talks about a well-
known form of prayer traditionally associated with the 
Catholic Church, which is the use of prayer beads, as well 
as daisy chains and counting prayers.  Chapter 6 
discusses "Sensational Prayer," while Chapter 7 
introduces another one of my favorites -- prayer walking. 
 The last three chapters are about "Artistic Prayer," 
"Musical Prayer," and "Technology-Assisted Prayer."  The 
one thing all of these techniques have in common is they 
give us something to do that keeps our mind from 
wandering, and therefore allow us to stay engaged in our 
communication with God. 
 
The traditional motionless prayer may not be right for 
everybody, and perhaps none of the types of prayer 
Reese and Tenny-Brittian mention will be either.  My 
prayer is if in the past you have felt you were somehow 
not spiritual enough to "pray right," you will be encouraged 
by the idea that there are many perfectly valid ways to 
communicate with God.  I will write more about selected 
alternatives to the traditional motionless prayer over the 
next few weeks.   
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UPDATES 

555.555.5555 
555.555.5555 
555.555.5555 
email@address.com 
www.webaddress.com 
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Individual Study Programs 
 
For those studying UYH from home or travels, please remember 
we are keeping you in our prayers and encourage you to contact 
Moniqua Suits – signatureidea@yahoo.com with questions, or 
information you may need.  Also, contact Larry Merkle -
xphileprof@gmail.com, if you have specific prayer requests or 
would like to have a Prayer Request form.   
 
As your schedule permits, feel welcome to pop in any of the 
study groups on Sunday morning or evening or the Wednesday 
study groups.  Group time and locations are kept on a chart in 
the Narthex or Fellowship Hall or you may contact Melissa 
Moody - mmoody5409@yahoo.com.   
 
Activities 
 
Thank You Cards 
 
If you would like to pick up a card to write a thank you note to 
someone in your small group or to God, cards will be available 
this Sunday in the Narthex and also a container for those 
addressed to God. 
 
Art and/or Souvenirs 
 

1.  If you would like to share the design of the altar you 
designed (p. 121), a place has been designated in the 
Fellowship Hall to post your photo or sketch. 

 
2.  If you have been taking prayer field trips and have 

momentos – leaves, brochures, etc. a board with pins 
and tape has been placed in the Fellowship Hall.  
 

Kudos and Questions Board 
 
If you have kudos or questions you would like to ask, please post 
them on the board located outside the Fellowship Hall. 
 

This special UYH edition of the Messenger is brought to you by Central Christian Church, Kettering, OH – www.ccc-ket.org 
 


